Clostridial myositis in a dog.
Myositis caused by Clostridium septicum was diagnosed in a 3-year-old Doberman Pinscher. The illness was characterized by signs of pain, swelling, and lameness of left forelimb. Despite treatment, the dog died. Necropsy revealed crepitant swelling over the entire left forelimb, thoracic and abdominal wall, and lumbosacral area. Subcutaneous edema and black, emphysematous muscles also were found. Histologically, hemorrhages, congested vessels, and degeneration and necrosis of myofibers with scattered infiltration of neutrophils were seen in the affected muscles.